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Barbarians, who think them. 


_felves exempt from thofe Law: 
. of Hofpitality, which have, through all Age i: 
3 an d Countries, been obferved by the belt ané eign. 


moft diftinguifhed part of Mankind;.1 hop Sap; 
I thal, even in my own Country, find Perfons Eu 
b enough, to joyn with me in a hearty detef his¢ 
| tation of a certain Country-Squire, at the pref 
a Relation of the following Fat, which I thal fener 

} tell without the leaft Aggravation, or Parti Anf 
i ality. Cho: 
Two Clerzy-men, of fome Diftin&tion, Tra Bey 
velling to the Country for thetr Hea!th, hap : 
pened to fet up together ina fmall Village, fai 
which was under the Dominion of a certain ¢fen 
: Animal, dignified witha brace of Titles, that bet 
of a Militia-Collonel, and a Squire. One ol Be 
thefe Gentlemen ftanding in the Street, and J 
obferving 4 Coach.man driving his Coach ani Thay 
four Horfes furioufly againft him, turned in 
to the clofe Paflage between his Jnm and the 
Sign-poft, but the Coach.man, inftead of dri 
ving through the middle of the Street, which 
was the ufual andmoft commodious way, tur- 
ned fhort, and Drove full upon the Gentle 
mau.) 
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= nman, without any Notice, fo that he was 
~ 08 a fudden enclofed between yea 
atid if his Friend and another Gentleman, 
who were in the middle of the Street, had 
fuddenly cryed out to ftop the Coach. he 

per, gamit have unavoidably been trodden under 
uch the Horfes Feet, and his Body bruifed to 
em. th by the Wheels running over him. 
aw Friend who faw with Terror what had 
8% like to bave befallen him, full of Indigna- 
am tion, repaired imsnediately to the aforefaid 
Op S@uire or Colonel (to whom he was told the 
‘ons Bvipage belonged) with a Complaint againft 
tef. his Coachman. But the Squire inftead of ex- 
the préffing any Concern, or offering any Redrefs, 
hal fent the Noftor away with the following 
rth Apfwer. Sir, Tbave a creat Regard for your 
_ Cath, and bave fent my Coach-man to ask your 
ta Bpsénd’s Pardon; for one of jour Servants this 
2p migment, told me what bad happened. But, Sir, 
8, faid the Doffor, do you think that is fuff- 
ain egent >? 1 dare ventuse to affirm, if the like had 
hat Befallen you, within the Liberties of my 
Of Briend, and you were brought to the fame 
ind Danger by his Servant, he would not only 
aus Nave him Punifhed, but at the fame time, 
in. 4 would difcharge him his Service. Sir, 
the id the CoMonel) Ite you again, that Ihave 
iri t my Coach.man to ask bis Pardon, and Ithink 
ich hat is enough, which he fpoke with’ fome 
ur Murdinefs ; and well he might; for he had 
le. two Cannons at his Back. Good God, a. 
Pry the 
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the Doffor to himfelf, (when he had got out 
of Gun-fhot) what a Hortentot have I been 
talking too! who fo little values the Life of 
a Gentleman, and as it happoen’d that very 
Gentleman, to whom the Nation hath in q 
particular manner been obliged. Back he 
went full of Refentment, for the flighting 
Treatment his Friend met with, and very 
Candidly reported all that pafled ; who be. 
ing a Man of a different Spirit from that 
wretched CoZonel, ordered one of his Servants 
to Write the following Letter. 


SIR, 
Y Mater commanded me to tell you, That 
if you do not punifh and avid that 
Villain your Coach-man, be wil tbink there 
was a Defign upon bis Life, I put this in Wri. 
ting for fear of miftakes, 


Iam your humble Servant to command 


A. &. 

The Superfcription was, FOR SQUIRE 
WETHER, ow fome fuch Name. 

This Letter was delivered, and away went 
the Travellers. They had not Rode far, be. 
fore they fell into the Company of a Gen. 
tleman, a degree above the common Level, 
and who feemed to be a Man of Candor and 
Integrity, which encouraged them to re 
count what had happened. He faid in An- 
fwer, that they had a harrow efcape; and it 
vas a Wonder that the whole Fown did 
not 
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( $3 
not fall upon them at once, and worry them; 
for the People there, had little or no Devo- 
tion, befides what was engaged to the Squire, 
as an Effett of the Terrors, they lay under 
from their Landlord, who Rode them all 
down, as poor as his Fox-hunters. After 
this he took occafion with great Modefty, 
and Decency, to draw his Charatter, which 
Was to the following purpofe. That the 
Squire had about fifteen hundred Pounds a 

ear, and lived in a /omg White-Barn;, where 
no Man living was one Farrhing the better 
for him. That his Piety confifted in Six 
Pfalms every Day after Dinner, without one 

rop of Wine. That he had once reduced 
a certain Reverend Dean, plumper than 
any two of his Brethren, to be as flender 
about the Wafte as a Weazle by a Fort- 
hight Scouring of bad Ale, to which the 
Dean was not accultomed. That his hofpitalt- 
By was within the enclofure of a Rampart, 
with a Draw-bridge. That ifany Gentleman 
Was admitted by chance, his entertainment 


was lean Salt-beef, four Beer, and Muddy 


Zle. That his Charity was as much up- 
On the catch asa Pick-pocket ; for his method 
Was to bring others to ere& Charity.Schools, 
by promifing his Affiftance, and fo leaving 
them in the Lurch. 

That without the leaft Tinfture of Learn. 
hz, be was a great pretender to Oratory 
and Poetry, and eminently bad at both, which 
(i 
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(EF hope I fhall be excufed the Digreffion) 
brings to my Memory a Charatter, given by 
Julius Capitolinus of the EmperorVE RUS. | 
Melior quidem Orator fuiffe dicitur, quam 
Poeta; imo (ut verins dicam) pejor Poeta quam 
Rhetor, (viz.) He was a better Orator than 
Poet, but, to {peak the thing more properly, 
He was aviler Poet than an Orator. But to 
give you a Specimen of his Gentas, I thall re- 
peat an Epigram of his own Compofition 
(and Lam very fureit is every Line his own, 
without any help) which is drawn by a Sign. 
Dawber on the Crofs.board of a Ferry-boat, 
in Chara¢ters that have hitherto ftood the 
Fury of all Weathers. 

Al you that are 

To Andrew Heir, 

And you that him attend 

Shall Ferry'd be, 

Oe’r Carrick free, 

For Blank’s the Boateman’s Friend. 

The behaviour of this Sguire being of 
the moft ®avage kind, I thiok my felf obli- 
ged out of the tender Regard, which I bear 
to all Strangers, and Travellers, to animad- 
vert upon him in as gentle a manner as the 
occafion will allow. And therefore I fhall 
firft lay down a few Poftulatums, That every 
Travelling-Gentleman is prefumed to be under 
the Protettion of the Governing-Mayor, So- 
vercizn, Portriff, or Squire of the Town 
or Village, which he happens to make bis 

' Stages 
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stage. That the Laws of Humanity, Hofpi- 


ality and Civility, oblige him, if there be 
two Accommodation in the Publick Houfes, 
7:7 for a Perfom of Diftinttion, to invite bim 
te bis own, or fupply the Deficiencies as well 
be can. That if any Infule or Injury be 
Mfered either to fuch a firanger, or his Ser. 
ants, the Squire is obliged to juftify, vin. 
jcate, and efpoufe their Caufe. This was 
he method obferved among the civilized 
ople of the old fewifh, and Heathen 
Jorld;. Where we find fome of the 
latriarchs themfelves condefcending to wath 
the Fees of fuch Travellers, as they en- 
tertained. And fo facred was the Regard 
for Strangers among the Heathens, that 
they dignifyed their Supreme GOD with 
the Title of Fupiter Hofpitalis, Nothing 
Was thought fo monftrous as to offer any 
Violence to Sojourners among them, which 
Was fo religioufly obferved, that it became 
the glory of the moit diftinguithed Heroes, 
to deitroy and extirpate fuch as were re. 
M@arckable for their Cruelty to Strangers. 
is it was, which added fo much glory 

fo the character of Thefeus, for the Pu- 
ments he inflicted on Sifiphus, Procruftes, 

It was owing likewife to a generous 
dignation, [That Hercules threw Diomede 

he Collonel and Squire of that Age) to 
devoured by thofe Horfes, which he 

eo with the Flefh of poor Travellers, and 
Efind upon enquiry that they were Coach. 
Hor fes 











(8) ” 
Horfes toe. .1 thall make no farther rema Bi 
pan this, nor Application, but fay to thags 

wire, That it is very happy for him th t 






prcfene Age has not one Hercules left, org © 
Week would not pafs, before he fhould fet 
the weight of that Heroe’s Club, or & 
thrown ‘by way of Reprizal under ‘his ow; 
Horfes feet. And I may farther add, thr = 
: in this whole Kingdom, from one end 0 
| it to the other, another Squire could no 
: 

























be found, who would behave himfelf in th gla 
fame manner t6 the fame Perfon; bw 
Hundreds, who on the Contrary, woul 
have given all the Satisfattion, the 
Gentlemen of Juftice, Humanity, and oo 
mon Benevolence ought to do, upon th | 
like accident, although they had fever fee 

him before. I confefs this Paper contain © 
nothing befides a dry Fatt, and a few o 
cafional Obfervations upon it. But in th | 
former I told my READERS, th | 
Fatts would be the chief part of the Enter 
u tainment, I meant to give them. If whz 
ii I have faid, may haye any Effet on th 
Perfon concerned, (to whom care fhall } | 
taken to fend this Account) or if it help | 
to revive the old {pirit of Hofpitality amon» 
us, or at leaft begets a Deteftation of thre lit 
in human Ufage in others; one part of 
defign is anfwered. However, it canada 
be unfeafonable to expofe Malice, Avail” ‘ 
Bratality, and WHypocrifie, wherever ‘pigied 
find it. PF? Sa F th 
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